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SURPRISE IN A GRAVEYARD 

 
Why do you suppose people visit graveyards?  Some of us do, or 
have done so.  Some come to remember.  Some come to place 

flowers some come armed with gardening gloves.  When we visit 
the graves of loved ones what gives us comfort and hope is the 

big surprise Mark writes about in our Gospel for this year. 
 

        Very early in the morning that first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
James and Salome went to the tomb where Jesus was buried.  They were saying to one another, 
“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 
 
       Looking up they saw that the large stone had been rolled back.  Entering the tomb they were in 
for another surprise.   They saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe.  And 
then came the big and wonderful surprise, the angel said to them, “Do not be alarmed.  You seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He is risen; He is not here!” 
 
       In our Easter Epistle lesson in 1 Corinthians, Paul writes, “Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures.” 
 
       What is it that brings us to God’s house on Easter morning?  We remember the surprise of the 
women going to the tomb.  We rejoice with them in hearing the words of the angel, “He is risen; He 
is not here!”  We come to rejoice with our friends and celebrate the victory of our Lord and Savior, 
over death. 
 
       The Promise of Easter became the surprise in a graveyard. Christ’s victory is ours and also the 
victory for our loved ones. 
 

 
       Joan joins me in wishing you all a very Blessed and Joyous Easter! 
  Pastor Mitschke 



 
 
 
 
  

 
Sunday Services 

11:45am 

 
 

 
6:00PM 

“In Remembrance” 
Ex. 12:1-14, 1 Cor. 11:2-32, Mark 14:12-26 

 
At 5:00PM there will be a special service for our members who have not been able to commune during 
COVID19.  The service will be 20-25 minutes.  We will use the Home Communion Liturgy with no music or 
singing.  The theme will be Holy Thursday – Easter.   
For more information call Pastor Mitschke, 815-725-1341, 815-325-3106  

 

 
 

Apr. 2.  3:30pm 
 

“A Costly Cross” 
Isaiah 53: -12 

Tenebrae 
The Seven Last 

Words 
 

 

 
 

 

 
“He Has Risen! He Is Not Here” 

Mark 16:1-8 

11:00 AM Easter Festival Service 
(Note the earlier time for Easter) 

 

Apr. 11 – 2nd Sun. of Easter 
“The World’s Most Famous Doubter” 

(Not Gullible but Skeptical) 
John 20:19-31 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
  

 
Sunday Services 

11:45am 

 
 

April 18 – Special Service 
500th Anniversary of Diet of Worms 

“Here I Stand” 
Hebrews 10:23 

     

 
 

On April 18, 1521, three and a half years after he nailed the 95 Theses to the church door 
in Wittenburg, Martin Luther made his history stand at the Diet (official meeting) in the 
German City of Worms (pronounced “Vorms”). Accused of fostering heresy, he was  
directed by Charles V and other leaders to recant his teaching about the pure teaching of 
the Gospel or face death. 

 
 

Dr. Luther’s famous remembered words were: 

“I cannot and I will not retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against 

conscience.  “I cannot do otherwise, here I stand, may God help me, Amen” 

 
 

Apr. 25 - 4rd Sun. of Easter 
“A Christian’s Cardiac Signature” 

1 John 3:16-24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Sunday School will recess for Holy Week and resume the first week in April 

Sunday School… 
 

It will be each week at 10:45am 

 

 
 

Both Confirmation Classes will recess for Holy Week and resume the first week 
in April. 

 
 

 
 

The class has officially divided. 
Confirmation One class meets Wednesdays 

6:00-7:15pm 
Confirmation Two class meets Thursdays 

6:00-7:15pm 
 

Both have begun their remaining studies for the year.   
Confirmation One  

it is the Ten Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer and two special topics.   
Confirmation Two 

will end the year with Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Office of the Keys and Confession,  
The Sacrament of the Altar and Confirmation. 

 
Confirmation One 

Zach Graves       Landon Sopkin 
Lily Keller       Logan Sopkin 
Sarah Schulte     Sage Wright 

 
Confirmation Two 

Logan Davis        Brie Dietz 
Rebecca Hall 

 

Confirmation Day for the Confirmation Two Class will be May 23. 



 
 

 
 

Alden Courts, Shorewood:  Bill Richardson 
At Home:  Judy Bremer, and Sandra Krause 

 
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; 

I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.    Isaiah 41:10 

 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 10:45 in the downstairs Fellowship Hall 
For Faith, Fun, and Fellowship!! 

 

Dave Hall will be leading an Adult Lutheran Bible Class that will cover 14 different 
lessons. The units begin with creation, and the last lesson falls during the reign of King 

David. Together, our church family will learn key Bible accounts and give foundational 

learning of how God’s plan of salvation all began. 

 
 

So, then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Romans 10:17 
 

See you on Sunday!! 
 

 

Swaddling Clothes 
Our outreach ministry for families! 

Open only the 2nd Saturday of each month. 
 

April 10th 
8:30 am – 12 pm 

 
Please consider donating your time to this worthwhile ministry. 

Help is always needed and appreciated. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Holy COMMUNION 
The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is received reverently among us.   
With COVID-19, our reception of the Sacrament is still affected. 
 

Social distancing is practiced coming forward. Communicants come to receive the 
Sacrament as singles or a family. As the first family/single leaves the Communion Table,  
the next single or family comes forward. 
 
In our distribution of the wine and the bread in the Sacrament, there is now no contact 
between the pastor/elder and the people. 
 
The bread and wine are in individual cups touched only by the communicant(s).  As the 
pastor says “Take eat” . . ., each communicant takes his own cup with bread, “Take drink” ., 
each communicant then takes his own cup with wine. The pastor then speaks the dismissal. 
 
We followed suggestions and introduced these new precautions long ago. If you 
have comments or suggestions, please feel free to share them with an elder or pastor. 
 
We appreciate the service of our Altar Guild for their beautiful service and add an extra 
thank you for their special work currently. 
 
Dave Hall, Head Elder. 
 
 
 


