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Dear Members and Friends of River of Life  
 

The usual practice is that if Reformation Day (Oct. 31) does not fall on a Sunday it is observed on the 
Sunday before. This year it is on a Saturday, the day before All Saints Day, Nov. 1.  So this year in 2020 
at River of Life we will observe the two days together to make it one very special Sunday.  The sermon 
text for the combined observance of Reformation Day and All Saints Day will be Romans 3:19-28.  
 

 

REFORMATION DAY, observed Sunday, Nov. 1  
“ For we maintain that a person is justified by faith 

 apart from the works of the law.”  Romans 3:28 
 

Reformation Day is the anniversary of All Hallows’ Eve 1517, when Martin 
Luther, then a Augustinian and professor at the University of Wittenberg, 
nailed his 95 statements on the sale of indulgences and other concerns  on the  

the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg.  He knew they would be seen by many, for All Saints Day was 
a holy day of obligation and all the faithful would be in church the next morning.  He did not know that 
he was initiating the beginning of the Protestant Reformation.  The division of Christendom, later forced 
by the pope’s bull of excommunication, was the farthest thing from the mind of Luther in 1517.  Then he 
had an almost naïve optimism about the possibility of reforming the abuses of the Roman Catholic 
Church from within. 
 

and ALL SAINTS DAY, Nov. 1 
 

In the early years when the Roman Empire persecuted Christians, so 
many martyrs died for their faith, that the Church set aside special days 
to honor them.  Gradually the move was made to include all saints, dead 
and living and November 1 came to be known as All Saints Day. 

  
The gospel message is that God the Son came to earth, lived a perfectly obedient life, died on the cross 
to pay for our sins.  “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we] have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Romans 5:1  
 
Saints are they who trust Christ alone for righteousness. “For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew 

no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God”.  2 Corinthians 5:21. 

 
In our service on Nov. 1 we will be remembering our congregation saints who are now in glory.  
 

 In Christ, our Savior and Lord, now and forever, 
 Pastor Mitschke 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“Pray for each other so you 
may be healed” 
James 5:16 
 
Jeanette MacNichol – Recovering 
at home 
 
Bill Richardson – Senior Star, 
Romeoville 
 
Ed Wilkins – Recovering at home 
 
Tina Granger 
 
Homebound: 
Sandra Krause,  
Ken Bremer and Judy Maynard 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday School… 
 

It will be each week at 

10:45am 

Any questions contact 

Deb Larson (815-

546-7202) 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 
 

Nov. 1 . . . . . . . . .. Reformation/All Saints 

 
 

Nov. 8 . . .. Second Sunday of End Times 
“Do Not Grieve without Hope” 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

Nov. 15 . . . . . .. Third Sunday of End Times 
“Entrusted” and “Afraid” 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Nov. 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Christ the King 
“Winners and Losers” 

1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
Matthew 25:31-46 

 

Thanksgiving Eve, November 25 

6:30pm 
 

Our festive Thanksgiving Service will be celebrated 

the day before Thanksgiving. 
 

“Remember the Lord Your God” Deuteronomy 8:7-18 

 

 
+ 
 

 
 

Nov. 29 . . . . . . . . .. First Sunday of Advent 
Lighting the Candle and Children’s Message 

“Oh, that You Would Come Down” 
Isaiah 64:1-6 

 

   



 

 
 

Confirmation  
Meets on Wednesday 

Evenings  

6:00 – 7:15 pm 
 

The class meets in the            
Fellowship Hall, which allows 
for separate tables for each 

Confirmand. 

 
THE CONFIRMATION CLASS 

began serving as acolytes in 
worship October 11.  The two 
acolytes on duty will be listed 

in the bulletin each week. 
 

The class members are: 
Logan Davis         Lily Keller 
Brie Dietz     Landon Sopkin 
Zach Grave   Logan Sopkin 

  Rebecca Hall   Sarah Schulte 
Sage Wright 

 

 
Please call if you want more 
information about joining the 

class or have questions. 
 

Thank you, 
Pastor Mitschke 
815-725-1341 

Wmjm920@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RIVER OF LIFE WORSHIP 
 

A few of our members have asked can we 
 also use the Apostles’ Creed in our Sunday worship.  

We will do this on the second and fourth Sundays, 
beginning in November. 

 
Our Confirmation class is presently studying 

The Apostles’ Creed in Luther’s Small Catechism. 
 

THE THREE ECUMENICAL CREEDS 
 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
This creed has its roots in creedal statements and 
Baptismal Confessions in the early centuries of the 

Church. The present official form dates to the 
 Eighth Century, but close approximations are found as 

early as the fourth century.   Every statement of the 
Apostles’ Creed can be substantiated by a pertinent 
passage from the New Testament.  It is so named 
because it contains the teachings of the Apostles. 

 
The Nicene Creed 

This creed originated in the Council of Nicaea (325)  
from which it has its name, and the Council of 

Constantinople (381) and became permanent as early 
 as the sixth century when it was incorporated in the 

Western order of worship. 
 

The Athanasian Creed 
This creed is a long catalog of statements expounding  
the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity and the Incarnation  

of Christ.  It is likely that the creed contains many 
quotations from early church fathers Ambrose and 

Augustine. Though it bears the name Athanasian, there is 
no agreement among scholars of its authorship.  This 
Creed, along with its history why it came into being, is 

found on page 319 in our LSB Hymnal. 
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Adult Bible Study 
 

Please join us every 
Sunday morning at 10:45 

in the downstairs 
Fellowship Hall for Faith, 

Fun, and Fellowship!! 
 

Dave Hall will be leading 
an Adult Lutheran Bible 
Study that will cover 14 

different lessons. The units 

begin with creation, and the 

 last lesson falls during the 

reign of King David. 

Together, our church family 

will learn key Bible accounts 

and give foundational 

learning of how God’s plan 

of salvation all began. 

 
So, then faith comes by 

hearing and hearing by the 
word of God. Romans 

10:17 
 

See you on Sunday!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
My fellow brothers and sisters in Christ at 

River of Life (RoL) 
 

Not only is it election time in America, it is also 

election time at RoL. 

The following positions need to be filled: 

 

One (1) year term: (11/2020-11/2021) 

Congregational Chairman 

 

Two (2) year term: (11/2020-11/2021) 

Vice chairman,  

Treasurer,  

Financial Secretary,  

Head Trustee, 

Two (2) Elders  

 

I want to personally thank former and present 

Council members for their time and dedication. 

 Most of these members have been in several 

positions, in the past years. 

We want and need all members to consider filling 

one of the above positions. 

Please do not be hesitant in filling any position.  No 

experience is necessary, just a willingness to serve 

our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ.  Any former or 

present Council member will be more than happy to 

help you! 

Please prayerfully consider filling one of these 

positions!  Contact me (see Church directory) or 

e-mail me: ( robert612@att.net). 

 

“Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve 

the LORD.”  Rom. 12-11 (ESV) 

 

 

In Christ, 

Robert P. Grimm, Sr. 

Vice Chairman, RoL 
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Swaddling Clothes 
Our outreach ministry for 

families! 

Open only the 2nd Saturday 

of each month. 

 

November 14, 

8:30am - 12pm 
 

Please consider donating 

your time to this worthwhile 

ministry. 

Help is always needed and 

appreciated. 

 

Any questions contact  

Pam Sterle or Deb Larson 

at: 815-725-1026 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy COMMUNION 
The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is 
received reverently among us.  With COVID-19 our 
reception of the Sacrament has been affected.   
 

 

Social distancing is practiced coming forward. 
Communicants come to receive the Sacrament  
as singles or a family. As the first family/single 
leaves the Communion Table the next single  
or family comes forward. 
 
In our distribution of the wine and the bread in  
the Sacrament there is now no contact between 
the pastor/elder and the people. 
 
The bread and wine are in individual cups  
touched only by the communicant(s).  As the  
pastor says “Take eat” . . ., each communicant  
takes his own cup with bread, “Take drink” . . ., 
each communicant then takes his own cup with wine.  
The pastor then speaks the dismissal. 
 
We followed suggestions and introduced these  
new precautions a over a month ago. If you  
have comments or suggestions please feel free  
to share them with an elder or pastor. 
 
We appreciate the service of our Altar Guild for 
their beautiful service and add an extra thank you 
for their special work at this time. 
 
Dave Hall, Head Elder. 
 

 

 



 


